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TO HIS FRIEND q 


cquainting him of ſeveral intereſtin g Par- 
- ticulars,—eſpecially of his approaching + 
Diſſolution, which happened, ſoon after, 
agreeable to the ghoſtly Information; 
being an Extract of a Letter from a Gen- 
fleman in Barbades to his Friend in Philas- 
dielpbia, dated November 1766. 
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An AFFECTING RELATION, Se. 


AH Melancholy damp was caſt o'er my 

F om, laſt night, by the narration of 

A a very affecting ſtory. Many people 

will not believe that departed ſhades 

YE ever appear to mortal eyes. Of this 

ineredulous number I was lately one. This ſtory 

of the appearance of an apparition to a youth, 

who lately died, has been ſo ſtrongly confirmed, 
that I am now no longer an heretic. 

A very great friendſhip ſubſiſted between Tho- 
mas Oftreban and Robert Straker, two youths of this 
Iſland. This friendſhip was firſt contracted at ſchool 
in England, and continued after their arrival here. 
Oſtreban lately died, Straker attended at his fune- 
ral, and expreſs'd lively marks of ſorrow on the 
death of his friend. On his returning at night 
to reſt in his chamber, he there ruminated on 
Oſtreban's death, and conſoled himſelf for his 
loſs, with the pleaſing hopes that his friend would 
enjoy a degree of happineſs in the inviſible world, 
that he could not have expected here. While he 
was thus employ'd, on a ſudden, he ſaw a glim- 
mering light at a little diftance from him, which 
| ſeemed to approach near him, and directly there 
appeared to his view, a ghaſtly diſmal ſpectre, 
that made every nerve tremble with horror, and 
he funk ehen on the floor. After ſome little 


by time 
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time he recovered from his ſwoon, and ſaw 
the ſame horrible form ſitting on the ſide of his 
bed : Notwithſtanding the ghaſtly appearance of 
the ghoſt, he ſoon recogniz'd the features of 
his late departed friend Oſtreban, who thus ſaluted 
him; Don't be terrified, my dear Bob, at my ap- 
pearance, be of good courage | Don't be ſurpriſed ! 
At theſe encouraging words he recollected his 
faulteripg ſpirits, and offered to take the apparition 
by the hand. No, my dear Bob / cries the ghoſt, 
I cannot be touch'd by a mortal's hand. I am 
yet ignorant where I ſhall go, but at preſent have 
received a command from the Moſt High, to warn 
you of an impending danger, that hangs over your 
brother's head. Tell your father, that two inti- 
mate companions of your brother's, will ſhort! 

ſeduce him to the moſt abandoned wickedneſs, and 
that unleſs he ſpeedily uſes ſome precaution to 
prevent it, your brother will be inevitably loſt. 
I know you love him, and would willingly ſee 
him reclaimed ; therefore fail not acquainting your 
father. You will ſhortly die, at what hour I know 
not ; another of our ſchool-mates will ſoon follow. 
In order to convince you that I am commiſſioned 
from above, I will tell you ſome of your father's 
ſecret thoughts; he delign'd, when you arrived 
at the years of eighteen, to diſinherit your elder 
brother, and make you the eldeſt. This thought 
he has never communicated to any. foul living; 
indeed the execution of his deſign would have been 
an act of injuſtice to your elder brother, who is a 
deſerving youth. For a further proof of my com- 
miſſion, on Sunday night you will be drawn ta 
church, the cauſe you know not yet; you will then 
hear parſon C9yre uſe theſe particular words, re- 
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peating them to him“. One of your brother's. lewd 
companions will there utter a moſt execrable bath, 
for which you will reprove him. Fail not to ac- 
quaint your father of your brother's danger. At 
this he departed from Strater's ſight.---Straker was 
greatly ſurpriſed at what had been told him, byt 
never communicated any thing of it to his friends. 
The Sunday night following, he attended the fu- 
neral of a neighbour to church, and heard the 
miniſter Sayre repeat the very ſentences, in his ſer- 
mon, that the ghoſt informed him would be uſed, --- 
While he was in church, he likewiſe receiyed the 
proof in reſpect to the young fellow's oath. This 
immediately made a very deep impreſſion on him, 
and he returned home very melancholy; his mother 
took notice of it, he told her he ſhould ſhortly 
die, ſhe aſk'd him his reaſon for thinking ſo. In 
anſwer to her queſtion, he told her of his friend's 
ghoſt, which ſhe only laughing at, tald him it was 
a dream. Madam, ſays he, (a little angry at her 
unbelief) ſince you will have it ſo, it is a dream. 


At night he retired to reſt as uſual with kis bro-. 


ther,---being kept awake ſome time with uneaſy 
reflections on what the ghoſt had communicared to 
him, in reſpect to his brother, he on a ſudden ſaw 
a glorious light illuminating the whole chamber, 
a light ſo beautiful and ſtriking, that it pleaſed and 
terrified him at the ſame inſtant; he jumped im- 
mediately out of bed, in order to alarm the family, 
but directly he heard a noiſe, like the hovering of 
wings, and ſaw his friend arrayed in celeſtial glory 
ſtanding before him. Never did his eyes behold 
a form ſo beautiful, ---dreſg'd in a long white robe, 
that carried an air of inexpreſſible grandeur along 


with it; his cheeks adorned with a roſy-colour'd 8 
| | | 93 hue, 


What theſe words were the writer does not mention. 
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kue chat ſurpaſſed the beauty of the blooming 

roi dreſs d up in the gayeſt colouring of poetical 
fiction; a glorious illumination ſparkled all around 
him: Straker beheld. the heavenly vifitor with the moſt 
rapturous extaſy, while he ſtood ſome minutes ſilent 
to indulge the admiration of his earthly friend; 
at-length the celeſtial inhabitant firſt broke ſilence : 
My dear Bob, I am come once more to viſt you, 
Jam now in a place of happineſs, and fent by the 
Moft High to repeat the former command reſpect - 
ing that youth wha now lies fleeping in the bed; 
Why did you delay the communicating of it to your 
father? Straker replied, I deſigned to acquaint my 
father of it, but, my mother's ridiculing it as a 
dream prevented me. Will you permit me ta 
awake my brother ? your warning him of his im- 
nding danger will have a ſtronger weight.---No, 

tis not permitted, replied the ghoſt. If you awake 
him, he may ſee me, becauſe J am at preſent viſi- 
ble to human eyes, but then you will oblige me to. 
depart, and loſe the benefit of my converſation. --- 
You will bid adieu to the world in a few days; 
be reſign'd, and expect the ſtroke.---I am not afraid 
of death, ſaid S/raker, T am prepared to obey the 
ſummons of the Moſt High.---Three hours be 
fore your death, ſays the bleſſed ſhade, I will ap- 
pear to you, be mindful of the injunction laid 
on you.---At this he waved his hand. to Straker, 
farewell my dear Bob! Farewell my dear Tommy! 
cries Straker, if vou now allow me to call you ſo. 
The ſhade walked very leiſurely to the open win- 
Gow. Straker had reſolution enough to follow it, 
and trod on the ſkirt of the white robe, but felt 
nothing under his feet; at which the ſhining ſeraph 
turned round, and moſt benignly ſmiled upon him, 
then expanded his lucid wings and ſoared up to the 
+, 7-1-7 HEavens. 
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ticulars of it to his father, who was very muck 
ſhocked at the recital, and felt all the agonies af 


a tender parent, at the afflicting thought of loſing 


his beloved child. My dear ſon, ſays he, Iam. con- 
vinced of the truth of what you have told me, 
from that very circumſtance alone of your elder 
brother, I really deſigned to make you my heir 


at the age of cighteen years, but never diſcoverad , 


that deſign to any perſon living; Providence has 
thought proper to order it otherwiſe, I muſt be 
content to loſe you, my dear Bob ! ſince tis the 
pleaſure of the Almighty; I hope you have made 
a tight uſe of your late hours; yes, Sir, ſays the 
fon, I have endeavoured to prepare myſelf by prayer 
and meditation for the awful ſummons.---Their 
conference here broke.---S/raker the next morning; 
penn'd every particular of his extraordinary viſita- 
tion and directed it in a letter to his father : He 
was ſoon after ſeized with a puking, which 
turned in a ſhort time to its oppoſite diſorder - 
After being ſeated in a chair a few minutes, 
he raiſed his drooping head and cried, I come! I 


come | My dear Tommy, I will ſoon follow !---His 


friends around him. ſurpriſed, aſked him the reaſon 
of his exclamation. I have juſt ſeen, ſays he, my 


friend Tommy Qſtrebhan, and ſhall now expire in three 


hours : On hearing that the girl he courted was in 


the houſe, he deſired her friends to introduce her 
into the chamber: He embraced her with great 


tenderneſs and kiſſing her, mournfully exclaimed, 
farewell my dear Molly ! May heaven love you as 
much as I have done! farewell my friends After 
this he proſtrated himſelf on his face in the bed, 
and expired with a gentle Oh! He continued in 


his laſt poſture for above an hour before his exit; 
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